
 

What are the differences 
between igneous rocks 
commonly used as building 
stones? 

 

 

 
 

 

 
This is an activity designed by the Earthlearningidea Team. In this 
activity students are asked to  
• state the evidence which shows that the 
   rocks are of igneous origin (cooled from 
   a melt) and that they are not 
   sedimentary or metamorphic. 
• estimate the average grain size (size of 
   the crystals) in each rock 

• agree on the criteria by which igneous rocks are distinguished from one 
another 

• judge the best rock to use for a given situation  

• express an opinion about the aesthetic value of different rocks. 

• consider why igneous rocks are frequently used as building stones. 
Resources available from: 

http://www.earthlearningidea.com/PDF/137_Building_stones_igneous.pdf 
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